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  Talking Sticks 

 

Mrs. Holland’s class uses talking sticks to call on students throughout the 

day.  

 Each morning, there are 17 sticks in the can.  

 As each student shares, their stick is removed from the can and 

placed on the table. (When the first student shares their stick is 

moved to the table. When the second student shares their stick 

is placed on the table.) 

If the pattern continues, at any point during the day, how many sticks could 

be in the can and how many could be on the table?  

What are all the possible combinations? How will you know when you have 

them all? 

 


